
August 3, 2010 

Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range 

Background 

The Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names (Board) requests a written 
recommendation from Pima County on a name issue before the Board that may be of interest 
to residents of and visitors to  Pima County. 

The name Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range has been submitted to  name a military 
electronic test range administered by Fort Huachuca. The range is used to  test command 
control, communications, computer and intelligence systems in an electromagnetically quiet 
part of the state: portions of Cochise, Santa Cruz and Pima Counties (see attached map). 
Senate Bill 1387 provides for protection of the test range and range activity in the form of 
real estate disclosure. The bill was signed into law by Governor Napolitano on May 7, 2008. 

The name "Buffalo Soldier" honors African American cavalry and infantry regiments stationed 
at Fort Huachuca; the first black regiment arrived at Fort Huachuca in 1892. The continuous 
era of black soldiers at the fort began in 191 3 with the arrival of the 1 Oth Calvary, or "Buffalo 
Soldiers," as they were called by Plains Indians. Over the years, the name has been extended 
by veterans to include soldiers of all of the original black regiments. 

Attached is a copy of the Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range proposal and various letters of 
support for the proposal. 

Recommendation 

I respectfully recommend the Board of Supervisors direct County staff to issue a letter of 
support for the Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range proposal to  the Arizona State Board on 
Geographic and Historic Names. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C.H. Huckelberry 
County Administrator 

CHHImjk - July 26, 2010 

Attachments 
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Arizona State Board On Geographic And Historic Names 

NAME PROPOSALAYAME CIL4NGEAPPLICATION 

/ 

Proposed Name: - & ; G A ~  & L ~ I ~ X~ L ~ C ? U ~ I Cif67 2 4 ~ 6 ~  

#Proposed New Name o Application Change o Name Change D Other 

Land ownership: 
u Federal #State orribal 
XPrivate oOther 

Administrative Agency: 
p A ~ n E f iO F  ;)EWE 

County: &dtSE , CWZ-

Section: Township: Range: 

Meridian:, Elevation: f t~m.  

Lat. ' '__'_"NS L o n g . " - ' - " W E M o u t b E R d C c n l ~  
, l . n t  ' ' " N S  I.nnv O ' ' W E U f i d i n r ~ d  

Description 
Type of feature (lake, stream, mountain etc.): EW l c  Ti1u~ R n u ~L 

Description of feature (location,length, depth, height size andlor area covered): T u g  n r r ~ ~ E1.5 ~'IAI&JL+ 
Xaclrr-& 1 ~ 3  S.AJP E Q ~RWSX VALGJid CCCHGE 6 o m  A W O  r ~ l at. Gmlrar 70 -
-iy LGWI L T ~~ A G A C L Lb~n~- J i f : ? q  

Yes No M Feature is identified by other names or spellings. Please list: 

Yes o No The feature has been signed, posted, or publicized. If so, when: S8 1387 
l * ; n c u d
Please enclose a copy of U.S.Geological Survey Topographical Quad Map and mark feahlre for reference. For 
assistance in obtaining copies of appropriate documentation, please contact the Names Board support staff at the 
hizona State Library, Archives and Public Records at 602-926-4035. Outside of Phoenix (but within 
Arizona), dial toll. free at 1-800-255-5841 .  

Yes No 29 Copy of U.S. Geological Survey Map enclosed (7.5'required) 

Definition ofName 
Does the proposed name have a meaning? What is the meaning? Cite the source consulted for the meaning, 
dr(c ~~&'~;loptC.:EST X b e E  ISF Q Y ~ c E Q  @J 7r rE  ~ L E G M ~ \ c#!m;r*~G w & o ~ .  <T 

duAC+t-. AL F~RT).) C)ACMCA 'IJ CC&Q&&&~&?L '&M€ 0; 7cl.E 4 u ; h  $d I=' 
a;ATT'ACUF~G X S 3  OF SOQF~~RTF h  ~-mfl~rr~~&3?hl$Tioh)@8 0 6 W  

fl& M&CU~&%& 
OFTHE &nr; f ~ e , 2 ~FnOm THEtQ ~ t 7 E  LOU+. NACCrucA. A C & y . r n i ~  @ ' 



Arizona State Board OnGeographic And Historic Names 
NAME PRQBO$AL /NAME C W G EAPPLICATION 

History 

Please provide a brief history of the feature and its immediate surroundings (add pages if needed). This may 
include the following: 1Native American; 1First Settlers; Historical Backgmund pertinent to the feature; 8 
History on haw the land ishvas used; Natural disastcn (floods, fires, ctc.): 4 Any significant cultural events. 
Ifappropriate, geology, flora and fauna. Cite sources. 

Origin ofthc name: k o ~ ) l u r .  k --~b 7 - BJF~KOS~ID:ENL ) * T I O ~ ~ LC I I L ~ ~ Y ~ ; T * LW ~ La i r i u ~ ~ >  

c u e c ~~+*#nLC/L(!C 

Yes No b Further background information on the f'eature is attached. 

Justification of Proposed Name 

Describe the usage of the feature /Ttlh 7EB-i R P N C E  /\r a?Z~a'i^raBu T& biTMnrv-

S w t c  f ~ c ' u tG r u n  &T ;~LI duAcrrur4 -0 P R ' ~  cuk A ~ M U'3 I =  ,t_ 

OW:;o# i a nZ A C o m m A O .-' CW&&L C L = & & U ~I C C F ~ , ~ A I . V  
,J 

barnPUT€& fl 
0I m U M P- IN 7 U l f  *.- a---

- C - CVOUIC,p m - a; A? 
I --- C -ZT44.9-i~ 74i4 \hJ UUUO &I-m in Ta &~WLILT ounSAw m I=$& 

A &hi* MlL, - - &C,F~TR~W --19 lo 8th lPc?rTd c 

Please state why the proposed name will best serve the public interest (attach additional documentation if 

Please list all sources of information used for your research on the background and history relating to the 
proposed name (maps, books, articles, periodicals, etc.) 
66 tJu~cclu?~W M9 h r '  

- E-,c P u b c r r J h  cwfi j rE 
- &TLWPL / 3 u ~ W r o3.la:en t f i- /LCCCIO C I S4 0 1 - \  

?$ t 3 F 7 ,
A;'rnobY - A v ~ d r ~  &-m~u'; Q < C Q ~ ~ - C  

-



Ahomma State Board On Geographic And Historic Names 
NAME PROR9SA.L / M M E  CWWGEAPPLPCATPQPN 

How long has tbt: proposed name been. in use7 By whom? (e.g. geologists, nature enthusiasts, local residents, 

land management agencies, property. . owner) 714E * ~VFFALOS~LO;L< &E,J
-	 ~ 6 s  I ~ J 

-md~ 	 AkDLrrAL 0a 7 s  8/crcG 183-4' 

What type of local support is there for the proposed name (e-g. land owner or manager)? Cite evidence of this 

-

List all groups and persons who are familiar with the proposed feature and its usage. Please provide names, 
addresses and telephone numbers (please print) and his/ her association with knowledge of the geographic 
feature : 

/I Name: C-1 &]h w W . a  f & ~ a o ~ c ,  Association: &E,,?I~~w: . &- u W u C A  50 

I ~ddrcss: fb 60%dg?8 - q 8P 3 ITelephone: ( fa) d ~ 6  

FAX: ( 1I 	 I 

city: S 4 ~ \ r ~ b ;4~ Zip Code :661cr -2 8 % ~email: ,cbnw=e go .eac  

Name: thR .rn\cw~/$r;,hA~-r - Associalion: - CWEU- L's 6 I I  ~4~434 C 

r
Address: 	 Cr&cb'ituC aFFc'r Telephone: (@ ) J-92 -3391 


I 'loo L.G.~r)l~wio& FAX: ( W ) J-qa - 7bof
ST 


city: 6 2  Zip Code : Who? W r ~ 6 ~ i' 	 c-mail: @- AL . Gccl
k-


Name: nR. mmdEw IU~AJY 


Address: . Z C b E  Telephone: (520 ) ~733- 960 2 


ALVAWOO H ~ L L  , OQG. 6;13/ 1 FAX: ( Sido ) ,  r.33 -a-@a 


City:&. d ~ 4 ~ c t . d ~ ~ ~  m f i i r ~ a u .8. LACPM@
ZipCode: IL(t3.14oD e-mail: 	 uj.nn,,.t~.m,k 
4 	 4 



Arizona Sbde b a r d  On Geographic And HbUoPfcNmes 
N M E  PROPOSAL /NWME CLBANGEAPFkJC4 TFOM 

Application submittedby: 
PI cJL'L 


Name: Tkmil~M. I=, w r ~ k q  ,AffWtim/Agency I C o w :  G o l l ~ e r ~ ' 
PJ m~crtwy 
~ F F ArA9 Camm&cwl 

Address: PI. Tclqhone: ( db ) 378 - 3x27 
FAX:( ) 

city:SIA b OA A2 zip codeWCGO+mail: - F I  +*EG DJ 

I am aware that all information submitted i s  consideredto be publb information(A.R.S.§ 3 8 4 3  1.01) 

Signamre: 

Retum to: 
Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names 
c/o Adzona W e  Library, Amhivas and Public Recards 
1700 W Washington, Suite 200 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

~ & w s i s t a n c e ;  
Telephone: 602-926-4035 
Toll ftee (within Arizona, outsidePhoenix): 1-800-25 5-5 B41 
FAX: 602-256-7984 
e-mJ1: azoames@lists.lib.az.us 

rev. 01022001 

mailto:azoames@lists.lib.az.us


Fort HuachuCa is a product of the Indian Wars of the 1870s and 1680s. In February 1877, Colonel Augu6t 6. 
Kaua, commander of the Department of Arizona, ordered that a camp be established in the Huachuca Mountains. 
fhls camp would offer protection to settfers and travel routes in southeastern Arizona while simultaneoualy 
blockingthe traditional Apache escape mutes through the San Pedro and Senta Cnn valleys to senctuafy in 
Mexico. A temporary camp was established at the post's current location on March 3. 1677, by Captain Samuel 
Marmaduke Whbide with two companies of the 6th Cavalry. The sibwas selected because It had fresh running 
water. an abundance of trees, excellent observation in three directions, end protectiw high gmund for security 
against Apache tactical rnethode. CPmp Huachucawas redesignakde fort in 1882. 

In 1886, General Nelson A. Miles designated Fort Huachuca as his advance headquarters end forward supply 
base tor the Geronimo campaign. Geronimo's sumnder in August 1086 practicallyended the Apache danger in 
southern Arizona. The Army closed more then 50 camps and for$ in the territory, but For! Huachucawas mbined 
because of continuing border troubles involving renegade Indians. Mexicanbandits, and American outlaws and 
freebooters. 

In 1913, the 10th Cavalry 'Buffalo Sddkrs' arrived and remained almost 20 years. Yhe 10th Cevalfy joined 
General John J. Pershing in the 1916 emedition into Mexiw and, during World War I, it was assigned the mission 
of guarding the Unikd-Staks-Mexico border. 

By lQ33,the 25th lnfanhy Regiment had replaced the 10th Cavalry as the main combat unit for the fort The 25th, 
in turn, was absorbed by the 93rd Infantry Division during World War 11. When the 93rd departed for the Padfic in 
1943, the 92nd Infantry Division arrived at the fort for training end subsequent assignment to the European 
Theater. During the war years, the troop strength reached 30.000 men at Ute fort. which in the 19308 had been 
deeulbeda6 suitable for a brigade-sited unit of about 10,000men. 

At wets end, the fort was declared surplus end transferred to the State of Arizona. ltmrs reactivated during the 
Korean War by the Army Engineers. 

A new era began in 1954 when control passed to the Chief Signal Offer, who found the area and climate ideal for 
testing electronic and cornrnunieatlons equipment The importance of the fort in the national debnse piclure grew 
steadily horn that moment. In 1967, Fort Huachuca became the headquarkrs of the U.S. Amy Shategic 
Communications Command. 

Then, in 1971, the post became the home of the U.S. Anny lntelllgence Center and School. bringing with it the 
School Brigade. 

The Strategic Communications Commend became the U.S. Anny Cammunicalone Command in ?973, 
subeequontly changing to h a  U.S.Army lnfomrationSyslems Command In 1984. 

In Odober 1990,the post changed handswith the U.S.Army Tmining and Docvine Command became the new 
nost command: the U.S.Amy Intelligence Center and Fort Huachuca now m t e s  the post. 

Today, Fort Huachuca is a major military installation In Arizona. end one of prominence thmughout the Southwest. 

The post sits at the base of the Huachuca Mountains. That name comes from an obscure, local Indian language 
which, M e n  loosely translated, describes a 'place of thunder.' 

Thunder Mountain is the ni&name of choice among locals end 9's aocurate as well, depending on the time of the 
year. The sight of dar(t doubs, casceding down the mounbinslde whlle el&uty, thunderclap, and water fill the 
air can be as awesome to modem man as it must have been to andent Indians. The name must have rekmto 
the visual spectacle rether than its frequency because, actually, Thunder Mountaineers enjoy s m e  the of h e  
mildest and best weather in Arizona. 

The original Fort Huachuca cantonment was declared a National ~ i h r i cLandmark in March 1977 durlng e four-
day centennial celebretion. A rustic wooden sign and remnstruded artillery piece sit on the northeast comer of 



B m Pamds Field. the enter of past [life dudq  the days of horse saldiars. Sumunding buildings and homes a n  
msiintaiwdwith the eppecranw and fkwor ofthe oU dsys 

When Captain Whitside led his column horn the 6th Cavalry into southern Arizona and into the annals of hirtory, 
he could scarcely be aware that the tempomry post hewas orderedto establish in the foothills of the Huachuca 
Mountainswould survive to play a major role in the drama of the westtrn United States. 

The fascinating history of the U.S. Army in the Southwest, as well as the hietory of the Southwest M,unfoldset 
h e  Fort Huachuca HistoricalMuseum. Opened in 1960. the museum has grown rapidly and now houses one of 
the most representative wlledions in the state. The museum is one of some 500 in the country to be acaedlted by 
the American Association of Museums. Its goals have remained unchanged. Simply sad, the Fort Huadruca 
HistoricalMweum endeavors to bring to the militarycommunity and general public a heightened awareness of, 
end an increesed appreciation for, the colorful history of the Southwest and, especially, the pmminenlpart played 
by the U.S.Army. 

The exhibits are instructive, entertaining. and aesthetically satisfying. Some of the U.S. Army manuscripts and 
documents. dating baclc as far as 1861, can ten the viewer a oreat deal about the myof life on a rugged frontier. 

The museum, in building 41401, is open to the public without charge. Civilian visitors are welcome.Houra are 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m..Monday through Fdday, and 1p.m. to 4 p.m.. Saturday and Sunday.A leisurely walk mmugh me 
museum has proven to be an enriching and stimulating experience for the thousands of guests who visit each 
month. 

A MuseumAnnex across the street from the Forl Huachuca HitwicalMuseumwas officially opened in 1982, 
adding much-needed space lodisplay some of h e  artifads belonging lo the museum. The renovation and 
reconstruction of the bullding. formedy a theater. took approximatelytwo yeam to complete. 

Formtiher inbmetion on the museum,donationsdhisloricel articles, or contributbns lo the museum fund, ~mk 
the Museum Director: 

U.S. Amy Gadson 

ATTM AVS-TD0-M 


Foti Huechuce. Alirane BW73-8000 


orcell (520) 53S5736. 



F o r t y - e i g h t h  Legislature Government 
Second Regular Sess ion S . B .  1387 

PROPOSED AMENDHENY 

SENATE AMENDMENTS TO S .B .  1387 

(Reference t o  p r i n t e d  b i l l )  

1 S t r i k e  eve ry th i ng  a f t e r  t h e  enacting clause and i n s e r t :  

2 "Section 1. T i t l e  9 ,  chapte r  4. a r t i c l e  8, Arfzona R e v i s e d  S ta tu tes ,  

3 i s  amended by adding sectlon 9 - 5 0 0 . 2 8 .  t o  read: 

4 9-500.28.  Pisclosure of f i l t n o s  j~ militarv electronics_ranne: 

5 w i n i t i o n  

6 A. A C I T Y  OR TOWN THAT CONTAINS ANY PORTION OF A M I L l T A R Y  ELECTRONICS 

7 RANGE AS DELINEATED I N  THE M I L I T A R Y  ELECTRONICS RANGE MAP PREPARE0 BY THE 

8 STATE LAND DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 37-102 SHALL NOTIFY  THE O F F I C E  OF 

9 THE BASE COUMANDER WHEN AN A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  RECEIVED BY THE C I T Y  OR TOWN TO DO 

1 0  ANY OF THE FOLLOWING W I T H I N  ANY PORTION OF THE M I L I T A R Y  ELECTRONICS RANGE: 

11 1. REZONE THE PROPERTY. 

12  2. ISSUE A B U I L D I N G  OR OTHER DEVELOPMENT PERMIT .  I N C L U D I N G  AN 

1 3  A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR CONSTRUCTION OR I N S T A L L A T I O N  OF A PUBL ICLY  OR PR IVATELY  

14 OPERATED U T I L I T Y .  FOR THE PROPERTY. 

15 3. S U B D I V I D E  THE PROPERTY OR OTHERWISE D I V I D E  THE PROPERTY, INCLUDING 

1 6  ANY LAND D I V I S I O N  I N T O  F I V E  OR FEVER LOTS. WHETHER FOR R E S I D E N T I A L ,  

17  I N D U S T R I A L ,  COMNERCIAL OR ANY OTHER USE. 

18 B. T H I S  SECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUE0 TO ALLOU OR REQUIRE A C I T Y  OR 

1 9  TOWN TO DENY ANY PERMIT. APPROVAL OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION BASED ON THE 

20 EXISTENCE OF THE M I L I T A R Y  ELECTRONICS RANGE OR I T S  PROXIMITY  TO A PARCEL OF 

21 REAL ESTATE. 

22 C .  FOR THE PURPOSES OF T H I S  SECTION, " M I L I T A R Y  ELECTRONICS RANGE" 

23 MEANS THE GEOGRAPHICALLY DEF INED AREA I N  WHICH ELECTRONIC COHMUNICATION, 

24 MONITORING OR OTHER DEVICES ARE ROUTINELY TESTED AS A PART OF THE M I L I T A R Y  

25 M I S S I O N  OF A M I L I T A R Y  BASE. 

26 Sec. 2. T i t l e  11, chapter  6, a r t i c l e  1, A r i z o n a  R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e s .  i s  

27 amended by a d d i n g  s c c t l o n  1 1 - 8 1 2 .  t o  read: 

11-812. 9~Oiscl r 9 f 
fi 

d e f l r r l t i o n  



April 6, 2010 

Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names 
d o  Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 W. Washington Street 
Suite 200 

Phoenix, Arizona 86007 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is written in support of the request to name the electronic range associated with Fort 
Huachuca, Arizona the Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range. This designation supports State 
Senate Bill 1387, 2008, sponsored by then Senate President Tim Bee,'which provided 
protection for the range and range activity in the form of real estate disclosure. 

In June 2007, the Arizona Department of Commerce published the Fort Huachuca Joint Land 
Use Study under the sponsorship of the Arizona Military Regional Compatibility Project. This 
study defined the electromagnelic environment surrounding Fort Huachuca as an "unparalled 
asset for the testing and training operations carried out under a wide variety of missions". The 
range boundaries extend well beyond the boundaries of the Forl. Some operations extend to 
the Tucson area and beyond. 

With the electronic range now delineated and defined, it is desired that a name designating this 
space be formalized. Since Fort Huachuca is the "Home of the Buffalo Soldier", it is fitting and 
recommended that the name "Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range" be approved. 

Sincerely, 

Robert B. Strain 
Mayor 

1011 N. Coronado Drive Sierra Vista, Arizona 85635 (520)458-3315 
Fax fFi3n) 4.5R-n.5R4 



Board of Supervisors 
Ann English 
Chairman 
District 2 

Richard 9.Seerle 
Vice-chairman 
District 3 

Michael J. Onega 
County Adminislralor 

James E. Vlahavlch 
Deputy County Administfalor 

Katie A. Howard 
Clerk 

Patrick G Call 
Supervi$Or 
District 1 

Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names 
C/OArizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 W. Washington, Suite 200 
Phoenix, AZ 87007 

Subject:Naming of the US Army Elecbonic Test Range 

To whom it may concern: 

I am writing to give my enthusiastic support to naming the electronic range at Fort 
Huachuca. It i s  appropriate and fitting that the range be named the "Buffalo Soldier 
Electronic Test Range." 

Cochise County, in June of 2007, in cooperationwith other cities and organizarions, 
completed and adopted the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS). Additionally, 2008 legislative 
statute extended protection of the range to require notification of developers and 
individual buyers that are within the boundaries of the range. 

Cochise County and Fort Huachuca have been the home o f  the Buffalo Soldiers for we11 
over a hundred years. Duting their years of service they have protected this nation, this 
state and this county. Naming this range in honor of their service is absolutely 
appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

Patrick G. Call 
District 1 
Board of Supervisors 

Cochiss County 1415 Melody Lane. Building G Bisbee,Arizona 85603 
(520) 432-9200 FAX (520)432-5016 email: board@cochise.az.gov 

www.cochise.az.gov 



Board of Superrvissrs 

Sanla Cruz Coaxrtty 


MANUEL RUIZ 
District 1 

RUDY MOLERA 
District 2 

JOHNMAYNARD 
District 3 

April 29, 2010 

Arizona State Board on Geographical and Historic Names 
Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 West Washington, Suite 200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Attn: Julie Hoff 

RE: Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range 

Dear Ms. Hoff: 

As Santa Cruz County Manager I am writing to inform you that Santa Cruz County has 
no objection to naming the electronic test range that partially rests within Santa Cruz 
County the Buffalo Soldier Electronic Test Range. 

Should you have any questions concerning this correspondence please don't hesitate to 
call me. 

Sincerely, 

c5-76 


Manager 

-_ _ -- -^..,_I--- -_--- _- - -  - A- -
---I_ 

-- -. - .- --- --- -------a- ----- -.-
Santa Cruz County Complex 

* 2150 North Congress Drive 'P.O.Box 1150 * Nogales, Arizona 85621 
* (520) 375-7812 ' FAX (520)761-7843 * TDD (520) 761-7816 



DEPARTKENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ELECTRONIC PROVING GROUhlD 


2000 ARIZONA STREET 

FORT HUACHUCP.. AZ 85613-7063 


19 A p r i l  2010 

Office of the Commanding Officer 

Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names 
c/o Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 W. Washington, Suite 200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Board Members, 

The United States Army Electronic Proving Ground wholeheartedly supports having 
the Military Electromagnetic Range, as recognized by State Bill 1387, named the "Buffalo 
Soldier Electronic Test Range." 

The ground breaking legislation, championed by the Governor and the Legislature in 
2008, helps to ensure that this pristine test range so vital to supporting the developmental 
and operational testing of critical communication systems used by our Forces in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, is protected to the greatest extent possible. 

In the same spirit that the Buffalo Soldiers protected the western frontier over a century 
ago, the Military Electromagnetic Range sets the conditions to protect an environment for 
testing communications systems and networks today. It is only befitting to recognize those 
who went before and left such a lasting legacy with our Nation's efforts today for protecting a 
new frontier called cyber-space. 

Recognizing the unique importance of this test range and naming it in honor of the 
courageous Buffalo Soldiers, who hallow the grounds of Fort Huachuca and our greater 
community, demonstrates the commitment of State and local leaders to secure our Nation's 
future while remembering its past heroes. 

Sincerely, 

~hristop'herM. Rasmussen 
Colonel, US Army 
Commanding 

"ReadinessThrough Testing" 



DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY 

UNITED STATES ARMY IMTELLIGENCE CENTER OF EXCELLENCE


I 1803 HATFIELD STREET 

fOR1 HUACHUCA, ARIZONA 85613-7000 


April 14,2010 

Office of the Commanding General 

Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names 
c/o Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 W. Washington, Suite 200 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Board Members: 

Iam writing to give my support to the communities' application to name the 
Electronic Test Range, designated by the State of Arizona in 2008, as the Buffalo 
Soldier Electronic Test Range. 

Over the past few years the Fort and the communities have worked closely with the 
Governor's Office and the Legislature to get the Electronic Test Range on the map. We 
accomp.lished that in 2007 as we completed the Joint Land Use Study which has been 
fully adopted by the surrounding cities and counties. In 2008, SB 1387 extended some 
protection to the Range via the requirement to not only map it on State maps but also, 
to require the notification of both developers and individual buyers that they are within 
the boundaries of the Range. 

Now the communities have proposed to give the Range an appropriate name. 
Naming it after the Buffalo Soldiers who have called Fort Huachuca home for over 130 
years is both appropriate and fitting. 

I am delighted that the State has taken such extraordinary actions over the past few 
years to protect our very critical Electronic Test Range and support the communities 
proposal its' official naming in honor of the thousands of Buffalo Soldiers who have 
served and trained here at Fort Huachuca. 

Sincerely, 

John M. Custer 
Major General, US Army 
Commanding General 

+ 





Naming the Electronic Test Range after the Buffalo Soldiers will help future 
generations understand the importance of the military. heritage of this area and the 
contributions of these celebrated units of the United States Amy. So the Southwest 
Association of Buffalo fully supports this effort and commends all those involved in 
honoring and preserving this important part of America's history. 

Respectfully, 

Q*	Joan A. Wav 

President,SWABS 




